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Our prepared environment is developing in increasingly visible and meaningful ways. The chickens raised by
students from chicks are now fully grown and will soon begin laying, providing a living example of
responsibility, care, and long-term commitment. The roof is now in place over, and power connected to, the
woodworking area, with new equipment being added regularly, allowing students to engage more deeply in
skilled, purposeful work. We also have ambitious plans for our farm garden, an extension of the kitchen garden
on a much larger scale. Creating healthy soil will be our starting point, leading to rich, hands-on work where
Mathematics, Science, History, and other curriculum areas are tied in authentically as students explore food
systems, sustainability, and care for the land.

These developments reflect valorisation in action. Adolescents experience themselves as capable, trusted
contributors, engaged in work that has real value. The farm continues to serve as our centre of work and study,
providing an authentic context in which learning moves from concrete experience to abstract understanding.
Curriculum is intentionally woven through this work, supporting the development of real-life skills alongside
deep conceptual learning.

In keeping with Montessori adolescent pedagogy, the year again began beyond the classroom. Our journey to
Augusta provided a shared starting point grounded in place, history, and lived experience, setting the tone for
learning that is connected, relational, and purposeful.

This termly newsletter offers a brief overview of what is happening across the program and may also serve as a
starting point for conversations between parents and adolescents about learning, responsibility, and growth.
Please continue to keep up to date via School Stream and email, which remain our primary communication
channels as we work towards the final implementation of our new administration system, TASS. We look
forward to a rich and rewarding year ahead, working in partnership with families to support each young
person’s development.

As we move through Bunuru and gently transition toward
Djeran, we welcome both the seasonal shift and the learning
it brings. Welcome back to our returning students and
families, and a very warm greeting to those joining us for the
first time. As Term One 2026 begins, marking our second year
on the farm, our Erdkinder program continues to grow with
clarity and intention, building on the strong foundations
established last year. We are delighted to welcome 19 new
students and their families. Choosing to join our community
marks an important beginning, and we look forward to
developing strong relationships and shared experiences
together. Alongside this growth, our staff team has expanded,
with increased hours enabling thoughtful and consistent
support for the adolescents and the work of the program.

With appreciation,

 The Adolescent Program Team

Kaya families,



Dear Families, 
I am pleased to introduce myself as the full-time Administration Officer for the Metricup campus this year.
My name is Vicky Nurse, and I support all aspects of our Erdkinder Program, including student services, day-
to-day administration, and communication with families. The administration office is open 8:00am to
4:00pm, Monday to Friday, and I am happy to assist with any administrative enquiries related to the
program.

You can contact me via:
Phone: (08) 9757 2564
Email: montessoriAP@margmont.wa.edu.au

Email is our primary point of contact. For enquiries specific or personal to your young person, please
continue to contact their Advisor directly per below. Whole-program communications will be shared via
ap@margmont.wa.edu.au and through the whole-school newsletter.

Families can stay informed by viewing Term Dates on the school website, as well as through What’s On
Weekly, upcoming events, and important notices shared via our calendar and posts on School Stream. To
ensure important information is not missed, all families are strongly encouraged to download the School
Stream app via Google Play or the App Store and select Margaret River Montessori School. Once approved
and notifications are enabled, families will receive real-time updates, including urgent communications
such as emergency notifications. School Stream also allows families to complete quick and simple online
forms, including reporting absences, notifying bus or personal detail changes, updating health information,
and providing permissions for excursions and activities.

I am also pleased to share that the school is currently in the process of implementing a new, school-wide
administration system called TASS. This system will progressively streamline many aspects of
administration, including communication, permissions, records, and reporting, creating a more efficient
and consistent experience for families and staff. Implementation will occur in stages, and families will be
kept informed as new features come online. Watch this space as we move towards a more integrated and
user-friendly system. I look forward to working closely with you and supporting our adolescents throughout
the year.

Warm regards,

Vicky Nurse
Administration
Metricup Campus
.

(08) 9757 2564 • montessori@margmont.wa.edu.au
62 Harmans Mill Rd, Metricup, Western Australia 6280 
www.margmont.wa.edu.au

Education in harmony with life

Communications
Term One 2026
Nine Weeks
February 2  ~ April 2  nd nd

https://www.margmont.wa.edu.au/page/237/Term-Dates
https://www.schoolstream.com.au/
https://www.schoolstream.com.au/


Learning Plan Meetings are an important part of the Adolescent Program and provide a valuable
opportunity for students, families, and Advisory Guides to connect. These meetings are welcomed
each term and are strongly encouraged at least once per semester for all students. 

Meetings are attended by the student, their parent or carer, and their Advisory Guide. They
provide time to discuss progress, set goals, reflect on learning and wellbeing, and ensure each
student’s academic and personal development remains on track. They also support clear
communication and shared understanding between home and school.

To support this process, two pupil-free days have been scheduled in 2026 specifically for Learning
Plan Meetings: Friday 15 May (Term Two) and Friday 6 November (Term Four). Advisory Guides will
contact families via email closer to these dates with available meeting times and booking
information.

Families are always welcome to contact their child’s Advisory Guide at any time to discuss
questions, concerns, or information that may support learning or wellbeing. As Montessori
education differs from more traditional models of schooling, staying informed about how the
Adolescent Program operates supports strong partnerships between families and the school. We
encourage families to engage with newsletters, School Stream updates, and opportunities for
dialogue, as this shared understanding plays an important role in supporting each adolescent’s
growth and development.

Advisory Advisory 
Our Advisory groups are a central part of the Adolescent Program, and their names are chosen
by the students themselves. We eagerly await the new names for both our Senior and Year 7
Advisory groups. Advisory Guides are the primary point of contact for families regarding any
matters related to learning, wellbeing, or personal support. They work closely with each
student, building strong relationships and maintaining an overview of academic progress,
social development, and individual needs. 

Families are encouraged to contact their child’s Advisory Guide with any questions or
information that may support their child’s learning or wellbeing, as this ensures clear
communication and consistent support across the program. Please see below for your child’s
Advisory Guide and their email contact.

Learning Plan Meetings Learning Plan Meetings 



You’re‌Invited!‌



First Sub-Plane: Ages 12–15
Young people in this stage are developing their sense of identity and belonging. They are highly
social, seek independence, and need learning to feel relevant and purposeful. Montessori
environments for this age emphasise:

Strong community and relationships
Learning through real work and shared responsibility
Integrated studies rather than isolated subjects
Opportunities to take safe risks, problem-solve, and collaborate

The goal is to support confidence, resilience, and engagement while building academic
understanding through practical and connected experiences.

Second Sub-Plane: Ages 15–18
In this stage, young people begin to think more critically about their place in the world and their
future pathways. They are ready for deeper responsibility, specialisation, and contribution beyond
the school environment. Montessori programs for this age focus on:

Personalised pathways aligned with interests and strengths
Academic rigour alongside real-world application
Internships, community engagement, and work experience
Preparation for further study, training, or employment

The aim is to support young people to become capable, reflective, and socially responsible adults
who understand how their learning connects to the wider world.

MONTESSORI ADOLESCENT PEDAGOGY IN BRIEF 
THIRD PLANE OF DEVELOPMENT (AGES 12–18)

MONTESSORI ADOLESCENT PEDAGOGY IN BRIEF 
THIRD PLANE OF DEVELOPMENT (AGES 12–18)

“But, above all it is the education of adolescents that is important,
because adolescence is the time when the child enters on the state of
manhood and becomes a member of society.”
Maria Montessori | From Childhood to Adolescence, p. 60

To learn more please attend our upcoming
Sessions as outlined on the previous page and
also scroll to the bottom of this link 

Montessori education for adolescents is designed around
the unique developmental needs of young people as they
move from childhood into adulthood. Rather than focusing
solely on content, the approach supports the whole person-
intellectual, social, emotional, and moral, through
meaningful work, independence, and real-world learning.

https://www.margmont.wa.edu.au/page/253/Adolescent-Program
https://www.margmont.wa.edu.au/page/253/Adolescent-Program
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“The chief symptom of adolescence is a state of
expectation, a tendency towards creative work
and a need for the strengthening of self-
confidence.”
Maria Montessori | From Childhood to
Adolescence, p. 63

In our Middle School, the Montessori Adolescent Program is intentionally designed to foster
independence, responsibility, and strong executive functioning skills. We do not assign
homework as a default practice, as most learning is designed to be completed during the school
day. However, if work is not completed at school due to a student’s own choices, such as
prioritising socialising over learning, the expectation is that this work is completed at home. If a
student is absent, they are expected to proactively approach their guides to find out what
learning they have missed and how to catch up.

Students are supported with a daily planner and explicit scaffolding around organisation, time
management, and planning, recognising executive function as a critical life skill. Help is provided
when necessary and sufficient measure to get students started and moving forward, without
removing their ownership of the learning. Mistakes are welcomed and encouraged as an
essential part of the learning process. 

Communication is central to this approach. Students are encouraged to take accountability for
their learning, to ask for support when needed, and to request extensions with honesty and
professionalism when circumstances arise. 

Choice and autonomy is embedded throughout our curriculum, and with that choice comes
responsibility. Our aim is for students to consistently produce their best work while learning
how to manage commitments, communicate effectively, and advocate for themselves in ways
that will support them well beyond school.



CURRICULUM 
Work & Study in a Montessori Adolescent Program is the structured rhythm that balances real
work with academic learning. Adolescents engage in meaningful, practical work such as farming,
building, running enterprises, or caring for the environment, alongside rigorous study in
humanities, science, mathematics, and the arts. This balance recognises that adolescents learn
best when thinking and doing are connected. Through Work & Study, students develop
responsibility, independence, collaboration, and a sense of purpose, while academic learning
becomes relevant because it is grounded in real life and real contribution to their community.
This term, our young people will have a choice between:  

WORK AND STUDY 

Oceans
Students will explore the ocean as a complex,
interconnected system. Learning will focus on

ocean currents, tides, food webs, climate
influence, and human impact, helping

students understand how changes in one
part of the ocean can affect the system as a

whole.
This learning integrates Science, Geography,

Humanities and Social Sciences, and
Technologies, and encourages students to

think beyond isolated facts to see patterns,
relationships, and cause-and-effect. Through

investigation, mapping, and real-world
examples, students examine how natural
systems operate and how human actions

influence marine environments, with links to
both local and global contexts.

Inside Out
Students will also apply systems thinking to
human and community systems within the
school and wider community. This includes
examining how systems are structured, how
their parts interact, where challenges arise,
and how improvements can be designed
and implemented.
This learning draws on Science, Humanities,
Technologies, and Civics, and is grounded in
authentic, community-based contexts.
Students develop practical problem-solving
skills, learn to analyse and refine processes,
and build an understanding of how
meaningful change occurs through
collaboration, feedback, and informed
decision-making.

OR

overview

Physical Expression classes are designed to give young people exposure to a wide range of sports
and movement-based activities, while developing teamwork, communication, leadership, and

resilience. Safe risk-taking is encouraged, and students are regularly invited to suggest ways to
adapt and improve games to promote inclusion, fairness, and appropriate challenge for all

abilities.
Each young person will have the opportunity, either individually or in a small group, to lead a

chosen sport or physical activity. We encourage families to talk with their young person about
what activity they might like to share with the class. Where appropriate, students may propose

off-site activities at suitable venues, provided they complete the required excursion planning
process, including a proposal, risk assessment, and costing. Activities might include hikes, tennis,

jujitsu, climbing, mountain biking, or other interests.
Please ensure your young person comes prepared each Thursday with suitable clothing and

running shoes for physical activity.

Physical Expression

Middle SchoolMiddle School



Year 7 
Learning focuses on building strong foundations, including:
Order of operations
The history of mathematics from a Montessori perspective, understanding where
mathematics has come from to inform where it is going
The WASKI Montessori mathematics program, including factors, multiples, primes, and
squares
Fractions, decimals, and percentages, with an emphasis on proportional reasoning
Introduction to algebra, including variables, expressions, and equations
Statistics, including collecting and representing data using graphs, tables, and plots.

Years 8 and 9 
This term, students will explore Pythagoras’ Theorem through problem-solving and real-world
applications. They will then move into Scientific Notation, developing confidence in working
with very large and very small numbers and applying this understanding through meaningful
mathematical tasks.

Health 
Year 7 will begin Health by completing an online food handling and safety course, which can
be added to their résumé. They will then explore strategies for making informed choices that
support health and wellbeing. This includes researching nutritious meals, examining health
messaging in the media, and exploring physical activity opportunities available within the
local community.

Years 8 and 9 will focus on personal identity and adolescent health, examining how behaviors
are shaped by family, peers, culture, and social environments. Areas of discussion and
research include the search for autonomy, peer pressure, family structures, life experiences,
media influence, cultural expectations, and socioeconomic factors. Students are encouraged
to reflect on what shapes their identity and how they choose to present themselves to the
world.

Mathematics

This term in French, students are exploring the idea of systems. From daily routines to family life, social
interactions, and the natural world, language is part of everything and plays a role in shaping how
systems function.

Our classroom aim is to create a safe and supportive environment where students feel confident to
participate. Lessons are designed to meet individual needs and encourage learning through play,
practice, and personal interests. We use Dr Conti’s Language Gym to develop a clear understanding of
language systems, providing structure while supporting student autonomy and motivation.
Intercultural understanding is embedded throughout all learning.

French

Year 7
We will start by exploring what makes Montessori education distinctive,
including learning through community life, shared work, and connection to
place. Alongside core lessons, students participate in short literacy workshops
that support speaking, reading, and writing, helping them build confidence as
they settle into the program.

Years 8 and 9
Years 8 and 9 deepen their understanding of the Adolescent Program by
examining how meaningful work, independence, and community support
adolescent development. Learning focuses on using language thoughtfully for
different audiences and strengthening communication skills through
discussion, writing, and collaborative tasks.

Literacy 

Middle SchoolMiddle School



Session 1

Music Lab – High Musical Experience
This pathway supports students with existing musical experience, whether through instrumental
lessons, singing, composing, producing, or performing. Students build on their skills by exploring
more complex musical ideas, refining technique, and collaborating with others. Learning may
include composition, songwriting, ensemble work, music technology, genre analysis, or
performance preparation.

Exploring Cubism
Students explore Cubism, an influential art movement that challenged traditional ideas of realism.
Through drawing, colour, and collage, students learn to view objects from multiple perspectives,
break forms into geometric shapes, and take creative risks. This unit supports visual thinking,
problem-solving, and confidence.

Making Wild
This pathway suits students who enjoy being outdoors, working with their hands, and creating with
natural materials. Learning includes bushcraft, weaving, working with natural fibres and dyes, and
making objects inspired by the environment. Some creations may be temporary, encouraging
students to focus on process, place, and care rather than finished products.

Session 2

Music Lab – Foundations
Designed for students with limited or no formal musical experience, this pathway introduces music
in accessible, hands-on ways. Students explore rhythm, melody, listening, and simple music-
making through instruments, music technology, soundscapes, and genre exploration, building
confidence and curiosity.

The Six Seasons – Storytelling Through Print
Students explore the Six Noongar Seasons through lino printmaking and visual storytelling.
Learning draws on Indigenous knowledge systems and the work of traditional and contemporary
Indigenous artists. Through hands-on printmaking, students develop technical skills while using
symbols, pattern, and imagery to tell stories connected to Country, time, and seasonal change.

Dance
Dance this term focuses on collaboration as much as movement. Students begin by learning how
to listen, make decisions together, and solve problems as a group. As confidence grows, the class
becomes increasingly student-led, with young people shaping choreography, rehearsals, and
outcomes. Dance provides a space for creativity, risk-taking, confidence-building, and expression
beyond words.

Middle SchoolMiddle School

C r e at i v e  
Expression
Creat ive  
Expression
Choices  Choices  



Dear Community, 
As we begin a new school year, I would like to warmly welcome our Senior School families and
wider community. I am excited to be stepping into a new role leading the Senior School Advisory
for Years 10–12 and look forward to working closely with students, families and staff throughout
the year ahead.

Our Senior School program is grounded in the Big Picture Learning design, which works in strong
synergy with Montessori principles. Through this approach, students learn in personalised,
authentic and purpose-driven ways, guided by the International Big Picture Learning Credential
(IBPLC). We will begin the year by establishing a strong advisory culture, with a clear focus on
relationships, belonging and student voice. From there, students will explore and refine their
individual interests, which will form the foundation for their personal learning plans. These plans
are developed collaboratively with students and families through Learning Plan Meetings, which
will commence during Term 1.

Alongside their personalised projects, students will participate in teacher-facilitated learning
experiences with a focus on building strong literacy and numeracy skills. These structured
learning opportunities sit alongside a rich mix of individual and collaborative experiences,
including social action projects, reflective and analytical writing, communication and
interpersonal skill development, post-school pathway projects, and community work. Together,
these experiences support students to grow as capable, reflective and engaged young people,
prepared for life beyond school.

Students’ interest-driven project work in school will also be enriched by relevant and meaningful
out-learning experiences, such as internship projects and mentor connections. These
endeavours could involve workplace anthropologies, TAFE or university courses, short external
courses, competitions, community activities, on-Country experiences and cultural events,
allowing students to build meaningful pathways aligned with their strengths and aspirations. To
learn more about the opportunities available through the IBPLC, families are warmly invited to
attend the Senior School Parent Information Afternoon on Wednesday, 11 February from 3:15–4:45
pm.

I am truly excited for the year ahead and look forward to meeting you, building strong
partnerships, and working together to support our students through their learning journeys and
achievements.

Regards, 

Matthew Patroni
Senior School Advisory Guide

ScheduleSchedule
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Senior  SchoolSenior  School
For our senior young people, learning is guided by the International Big Picture Learning
Credential (IBPLC), a globally recognised pathway that values deep learning, academic
rigour, and real-world application. Rather than relying solely on traditional exams, young
people build a comprehensive portfolio demonstrating their learning through projects,
research, and authentic work, all mapped to internationally benchmarked standards. They
explore their passions in depth while working within a globally recognised curriculum, and
many are simultaneously undertaking University Ready programs, enrolling in TAFE courses,
and pursuing internships. Currently, 18 universities offer direct entry pathways for young
people using the IBPLC, should that be their chosen route. This places our community at the
forefront of an exciting and evolving landscape in education, where learning is purposeful,
personalised, and strongly connected to future pathways.



See the information sent out last year about how parent commitment hours have
changed this year, and stay tuned for more comms coming. 

Opportunities for parent commitment within our Adolescent Program evolve in response to our young
people, their interests and termly topics. 

Contributions may take many forms, such as sharing expertise through a presentation or supporting a
senior student through an internship or mentorship. We would love to hear from you if you have a skill or
experience you are willing to share, including but not limited to the following areas:

Kitchen (Hospitality and use of kitchen equipment and cooking)
Gardening and Soil
Animal Husbandry
Fencing
Photography
Carpentry
Farming
Building and Construction
Health Sciences (Physiotherapy, Chiropractic, Exercise Physiology, etc.)
Neuroscience
Robotics
Laser Cutting
Mechanics
Environmental Science and Environmentalists
Invasive Species Management
Biology and Marine Sciences
Business and Marketing
Sailing
Journalism
Conservation
Philosophy
Music and Musicians

Please email Vicky AP@margmont.wa.edu.au to express your skill or passion and how you may like to be
involved. 

And remember - each adult’s attendance at parent 
info sessions also counts so come along to those 
advertised in this newsletter. 

Community Engagement Hours

Thank you!

From a Montessori adolescent perspective, Community Lunch is a purposeful and highly
valued part of the program, offering young people meaningful work through planning, scaling
recipes, food preparation, service, and shared responsibility. Students engage in real-world
mathematics as they scale ingredients, develop organisational skills through timing and
teamwork, and practise grace and courtesy as they serve others, welcome guests, and care for
shared spaces. Community Lunch supports independence, collaboration, and contribution,
allowing adolescents to experience the dignity of work that meets a genuine community need.
It also strengthens social connection and belonging, as students and adults gather to eat
together in a calm, respectful environment. This term, Community Lunch will take place on
Wednesdays in Weeks 3, 5, and 7. From this point forward, Community Lunch will run on
Wednesdays in Weeks 2, 4, 6, and 8 for the remainder of the year. If families have any surplus
produce, we would be very grateful to make use of it as part of this shared work.

Community Lunch


