Important Dates

2 April Students last day of Term 1
3 April Public Holiday - Good Friday
Every Mon Yr 6 & AP - Afterschool Mountain Bike Ride

Every Fri UP - groups rotating - Going Out Program
Every Fri AP - Selected students - Woodwork

Mon 20 April  Staff First Day back - Term 2

Tues 21 April Students’ First day back - Term 2
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Term Dates 2026:

Term 1 Student Dates: Monday 2/2/26 to Thursday 2/4/26

(10 weeks). Office open from Monday 19/1/26.

Public Holidays: Monday 2/3/26 (Labour Day), Friday 3/4/26 (Good Friday)
Pupil Free Days within term: none

Term 2 Student Dates: Tuesday 21/4/26 to Friday 26/6/26

(9 weeks).

Public Holidays: Monday 27/4/26 (ANZAC Day), Monday 1/6/26 (WA Day)
Pupil Free Days within term: Friday 15/5/26 (Official Reporting Day)

Term 3 Student Dates: Monday 20/7/26 to Friday 25/9/26
(10 weeks)

Public Holidays: none.

Pupil Free Days within term: none.

Term 4 Student Dates: Tuesday 13/10/26 to Thursday 10/12/26 (9 weeks). Office
open until 18/12/26.

Public Holidays: none.

Pupil Free Days within term: Friday 6/11/26 (Official Reporting Day).

2026 - Term 1, Week 9

We would like to acknowledge the Wadandi/ Pibulmun Traditional Owners
of this land on which we live, work and play, and pay my respects to the
Elders past, present and emerging.

(08) 9757 2564 - montessori@margmont.wa.edu.au

4 4-6 Clarke Road, Margaret River, Western Australia 6285
\, Ma rgq ret Rlver 62 Harmans Mill Rd, Metricup 6280 0

’ Montessori www.margmont.wa.edu.au
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2026 - Term 1, Week 9

What a fantastic celebration! It was wonderful
to see staff and students proudly supporting
our community’s rich cultural tapestry in
costumes and in a sea of orange and, despite
last-minute changes, the parade ran
beautifully. A truly beautiful and heartfelt
speech was shared by Dane Gaunt in
remembrance of Sue Gaunt. It was a moving
tribute that resonated deeply with all who
were present, and honoured herin a
meaningful and respectful way. The students’
singing and recitals were loud, proud, and even
better than rehearsal, filling the space with joy
and confidence. We were also so grateful for
the incredible turnout from families and the
beautiful feedback received - it made the
occasion all the more special.
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We have been enjoying a productive and engaging time in
Junior Primary.

The children have been creating beautiful ceramic pieces, guided by our talented
parent Jasmine and her helpful assistant Jesse. These artworks will become part of a
First Nations Seasons Wheel, to be proudly displayed in the Junior Primary garden.
We are delighted that the children have been involved in creating this meaningful
piece, while deepening their understanding of the seasonal changes
in the South West.
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Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Harmony Day shared lunch picnic. It was
a wonderful occasion, and we appreciate the support of those who helped organise
the event. We are also grateful for the delicious dishes you prepared, celebrating the

rich diversity of our community. It has been lovely to see the children continuing to
engage with the story stones created on the day, sparking thoughtful and
meaningful conversations.

We trust you thoroughly enjoyed watching the children perform their special songs
at Kaigi on Friday. It is inspiring to see their confidence and courage
continue to grow.

We wish all children and their families a safe and happy holiday break, and we look
forward to welcoming you back in Term 2.
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In @ Montessori elementary classroom, the walls aren’'t meant to be boundaries - they
are launching pads. While younger children find everything they need within the
Prepared Environment, elementary students are fuelled by a burgeoning curiosity
about how society functions. This is where the concept of "Going Out" becomes vital.

Unlike a traditional field trip planned entirely by adults, a "Going Out" is a student-led
exploration. It requires children to identify a resource, arrange transportation, and
navigate the world beyond the classroom to find answers to their specific research
guestions. These excursions build independence, social grace, and resourcefulness.
Recently, our students have been busy putting these skKills into practice:

e The Agricultural & Pet Store: To support their biology studies and classroom
responsibilities, students visited the local shop to research animal care and source
supplies. They practiced budgeting and interviewed staff about the specific needs
of our animal friends.

e The Town Library: Researching the "Great Lessons" often leads students beyond our
own bookshelves. A trip to the town library allowed them to navigate a larger
catalogue, consult with a librarian, and appreciate the library as a cornerstone of
community knowledge.

Each time the children step out the door, they aren't just learning facts - they are
learning how to be active, confident citizens of the world.
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Team MP would like to thank everyone for a wonderful first term together. The new
families, children and Asha, our new MP Teacher have been warmly welcomed.

Our eager and curious children have enjoyed a wonderful period of learning, where
new discoveries have been made and new interests have been found.

They should be particularly proud of their efforts and the progress they have made in
so many different ways.

Have a restful and well-deserved break with your lovely families.
Try not to eat too much chocolate!

Hoppy Easter
Love from Lee- Anne, Asha, Serena, Dorsthy, Jana and, Juish
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Upper Primary News

Our Upper Primary students enjoyed a wonderful overnight experience at the
Metricup Farm site, filled with creativity, collaboration and opportunities to practise
independence.

After arriving on Thursday afternoon, students worked together to set up their
sleeping areas, organising bedding and preparing their shared spaces for the evening.
This process is an important part of Montessori education, as it encourages students to
take responsibility for their environment and develop practical life skills such as
organisation, cooperation and care for shared spaces.

Once settled, students were treated to a singing and songwriting workshop with First
Nation's woman, Monique Le Lievre, also known as Stellar 'Manawala' Moon. Stellar
Moon is deeply curious about how people think and feel, and draws inspiration from
ancient spiritual and cultural wisdom. Her music explores people and place,
connection, culture, country and consciousness. She led the children through a
number of her original songs in both English and in her great-grandmother's

language, Nyikina Nganka. It was a joyful and creative session that encouraged
confidence, collaboration and self-expression.
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2026 - Term 1, Week 9

Upper Primary News

Following a delicious dinner prepared by our
amazing parent helpers (thank you!), students were
able to choose from two evening activities. Some
students joined a night walk, quietly listening for
native fauna around the farm site, while others
gathered around Didi's telescope to observe the
night sky and learn more about the stars and
planets visible that evening. Both activities
encouraged curiosity and a sense of wonder about
the natural world.

Friday morning began bright and early for some
students, with the early birds heading out for a run
with Olly and Tessa, while others stayed behind to
prepare, cook and set up breakfast for the group.
Preparing meals together is another important
Montessori practical life experience, allowing
students to contribute meaningfully to the
community while building independence,
confidence and teamwork.

The morning then continued with a carousel of
creative activities, including Dance, Photography,
Cooking and Land Art, giving students the
opportunity to explore different forms of movement,
creativity and connection with the environment.

In the afternoon we were delighted to welcome
Sean Allen, who facilitated the Rock and Water
program with each class. This engaging program
focuses on building self-awareness, resilience,
emotional regulation and respectful relationships
through a combination of physical exercises and
reflective discussion.

Experiences such as the Metricup Sleepout are a
valuable part of the Upper Primary program. They
allow students to practise practical life skills,
independence and collaboration in a real-world
setting, while strengthening friendships and
deepening their connection to the wider
community and environment.

A heartfelt thank you to all the staff, parent helpers
and facilitators who made this special experience
possible.




Work & Study in a Montessori Adolescent
Program is the structured rhythm that
balances real work with academic learning.
Adolescents engage in meaningful,
practical work such as farming, building,
running enterprises, or caring for the
environment, alongside rigorous study in
humanities, science, mathematics, and the
arts. This balance recognises that
adolescents learn best when thinking and
doing are connected. Through Work &
Study, students develop responsibility,
independence, collaboration, and a sense of

Newsletter

relevant because it is grounded in real life
and real contribution to their community.
This term, some students were engaged in
the study of oceans. Students studied the =g
ocean as a complex, interconnected
system. Learning focused on oceanic
currents, tides, food webs, climate
influence, and human impact, helping
students understand how changes in one
part of the ocean can affect the world’s
climate and oceans. This learning
integrated Science, Geography, Humanities
and Social Sciences, and Technologies, and
encouraged students to think beyond
isolated facts to see patterns, relationships,
and cause-and-effect. Through
investigation, mapping, and real-world
examples, students examined how natural
systems operate and how human actions
influence marine environments, with links
to both local and global contexts.
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A highlight of the study included an
excursion...
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On a stunning Bunuru day, with surfers carving through crisp, clean waves
nearby, our adolescent students embarked on an enriching marine science
excursion to Yallingup Lagoon. This excursion marked the first of our visits to
the lagoon, as students have nominated it to be the focus site for their
Educational Marine Areas Waatu Kaatijin initiative, an international program
aimed to engage young minds with their local Sea Country.

The day began with a warm welcome from Zac Webb of the Undalup
Association, who generously shared his knowledge of the local boodja
(country). Students were captivated by the cultural stories and connections to
place, gaining a deeper appreciation of the rich Aboriginal heritage
embedded within the landscape. We watched Zac craft a knife using Balga
sap, charcoal and kangaroo scat, heating the three materials together to
create a resin similar to carbon fibre. Students also sampled some local
bushtucker around the beach, including sea spinach, seaweed and saltbush.
An overarching message in Zac's teaching is that country speaks to us, and if
we listen to and respect country, it will provide and care for us.

We were also fortunate to be guided by local avian expert Christine Wilder
from BirdLife Australia. Christine provided fascinating insights into the birdlife
of the Capes region, helping students identify species, understand their
behaviours, and explore the environmental challenges birds face today. Her
passion and knowledge sparked curiosity and thoughtful discussion among
the group, despite the lack of birds to be seen at that hotter time of day.
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A highlight of the excursion was the hands-on
scientific research undertaken by the
students with Luke Thomas from the
Australian Institute of Marine Science.
Working in small groups, they collected water
samples from various locations around the
lagoon. These samples were then filtered
using a cylinder apparatus to capture
biological material. The collected matter was
preserved in ethanol and prepared for
transport to Perth, where it will undergo PCR
(polymerase chain reaction) testing. This
process will allow scientists to isolate DNA
markers (A, C, G, T), which will later be
analysed and returned to students. Using this
data, students will have the exciting
opportunity to identify and classify marine
species present in the lagoon - bringing real-

world scientific practice into their learning.
Following a productive morning, students enjoyed a well-earned lunch

before taking to the water for swimming and snorkelling, further connecting
with the marine environment they had been studying.

A heartfelt thank you goes to Jess Leask for her thoughtful planning and
organisation of this excursion. It was a truly memorable day - rich in culture,
science, and connection to the natural world.

We will continue to seek opportunities such as this to ensure students can
access learning that is hands-on, real world applicable and guided by experts.
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Wellbeing Corner

We're thrilled to share that our school is one of just eight schools chosen to participate
in the 2026 Wellbeing and CRRE (Consent & Respectful Relationshops Education)
Pilot Program, run by the Association of Independent Schools of Western Australia

(AISWA)! This incredible opportunity,
valued at $92,700 and fully funded, lets us work with AISWA, expert professionals, and
other schools to strengthen wellbeing and respectful relationships
across our community.

As part of the program, we'll be working closely with Emeritus Professor Donna Cross
(UWA), a leading expert in wellbeing and respectful relationships in schools. Her
guidance will help us build a strong, connected approach to social-emotional learning,
support students across all year levels, and strengthen connections between our
campuses.

We're also looking forward to deepening our partnerships with families, helping
everyone understand and engage with our wellbeing approach. We can’t wait to share
updates as the program unfolds!

Makers on the Land

At the Adolescent Program, students had the opportunity to take Tessa's, “Makers on
the Land” course, turning wooden poles into unique pieces of land art. We had the
amazing land artist Elaine Crochety visit us to speak to the students about her land art
and support them with their ideas. Each student created a design with personal
meaning, expressing their ideas and emotions through the work. We'll continue
working on these designs in Term 2. Looking forward to seeing how they bring the

campus to life!

Basket Weaving Course

This term, Tessa ran a basket
weaving course for the
Grade 6 girls, giving
students hands-on
opportunities to develop
focus, patience, and creative
problem-solving while
making something beautiful
to take home.



French Language News

Our “Petits Explorateurs’ working on their French Jobs.
We have new tags to help students label their French learning, as well as cue adults in
the environment when a student is working on a known job in French.
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Our Language program embraces an intercultural language approach that goes
beyond vocabulary and grammar, encouraging students to explore language as a
reflection of identity, culture, and connection.

As part of our Harmony Day learning, students completed a thoughtful “Réflection’
task, on the theme of belonging, inclusion, and diversity. This was complemented by a
vibrant collaborative activity, “One Word, Many Languages: Hello,” where students
contributed greetings from a wide range of languages, celebrating the rich cultural
diversity in Australia.
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In Junior Primary art, we have been exploring line, shape and fine motor skills. The
students mixed paint and dishwashing detergent and found out that when they dip
a paper towel roll into the mixture and press it onto paper, it creates a bubble that
they can pop! This created colourful circular shapes and interesting bubble marks
on their paper. We have also been creating out own art quilts! In each square, junior
primary students were encouraged to draw different types of lines that we had
been learning. After adding their pop of colour with oil pastel and watercolour, they
used colourful yarn to thread and glue to give our quilts a cosy look!

In Middle Primary art, we have been learning about Australian Artist, Bruce Earles.
We have looked at his wonderful contemporary beach art and the way he uses
shape to create objects. The students painted their beach backgrounds using
sponges and brushes. They will then use coloured paper to cut out a variety of

shapes and turn them into people, umbrellas, boats, towels and all the wonderful
things we find on our beaches!

In Upper Primary Art, we have been discovering Perth born textiles artist, Carinne
Meyerink. Carinne creates beautiful landscapes and seascapes using textiles and
watercolour. The Upper Primary students first created their design based on a
location that is special to them. We then used watercolour, droppers and sponges
to dye our material background. The students then rummaged through a vast
range of fabrics to cut and use for areas of the landscape/seascape before stitching
it all together.

e -
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Middle Primary Library Going Out

Our first Middle Primary Going Out visit
to the town library was a fantastic
success, giving students a valuable real-
world learning experience while also
building their sense of responsibility in
the community. They eagerly explored
and selected books linked to their class
projects, including topics like crystals,
animals, and plants, showing great
enthusiasm and ownership of their
learning.

Margaret River Produce and Pet Shop

The Middle Primary students
thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the
Margaret River Produce and Pet Shop,
where they took on the important task
of purchasing fish feeders and axolotl
food for the primary classroom pets for
over the holidays. This meaningful, real-
world experience fostered a strong
sense of belonging and purpose, as
students demonstrated responsibility
and pride in contributing to the
wellbeing of animals and the wider
school community.

VegePod Gardening Project

As part of the ongoing VegePod
gardening project, a small group of
Melaleuca students worked with Leslie
to put the soil into the VegePod and
plant the herbs that were donated to
the classroom.
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Upper Primary
Community Pantry Going Out

The Upper Primary students have been
making a positive impact during their
visits to the Community Pantry, where
they volunteer their time to sort bread

and pastries into bags and set up tables

with produce and pantry items. They also
help to flatten the recycling boxes so
they all fit in the big recycling bin! This
hands-on experience develops a strong
sense of responsibility and compassion,
as they contribute to supporting people
in need within the community while
building a deeper understanding of
service and giving back.

Library Going Out
The Upper Primary students
demonstrated excellent responsibility
and initiative during their visit to the
town library, confidently using the
catalogue computers and seeking
support from the librarians when
needed. They sourced a range of books
to support their classroom projects,
including topics such as oceans, golf, and
Egypt, showing great curiosity and
independence in their learning.




The Undalup Rangers visited our Year 6 group to share their
knowledge of our local natural wetland habitat and the native
animals that depend on it.

The incursion encouraged curiosity, reflection, and a sense of
responsibility. Students were inspired to consider their own
relationship with the environment and how they can contribute to
caring for Our Patch both now and into the future.
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Keep your eyes out for upcoming Mother’s Day & Who Gives a Crap
Fundraisers! as well as some VERY exciting events scheduled.

If you think you can help then please get in touch with Nats at
pfsecretarymontessori@gmail.com or 0428094585.

Dear Jodie,

Thank you so much for your lovely update, and please don’t worry at all about the
timing. We completely understand how busy life can get, and we truly appreciate
you taking the time to share this with us.

It was such a joy to read about the Native Welcome Garden and to see the photos
from your planting event. What a wonderful turnout! Bringing together around 35
families—including grandparents, parents, caregivers, and siblings—to plant native
species is exactly the kind of community spirit that the Roots & Shoots program
hopes to nurture. It sounds like a very special day.

| especially loved hearing how the children were involved in designing the garden
alongside Helen Peters and how they are now watching their plants grow and
caring for the space. Experiences like this—where young people connect with
nature, their community, and their local environment—are incredibly meaningful
and very much at the heart of what we hope to support through the Mini Grants
program.

The garden sounds like a beautiful and thoughtful addition to your school,
particularly as a welcoming and reflective space for students and families. It’s
wonderful to know that the grant helped make possible the purchase of 100 native
tubestock plants and the zamia trees from your local community nursery.
Supporting local biodiversity while strengthening a sense of place is such a powerful
outcome.

Thank you also for offering additional photographs or materials—what you have
shared so far is fantastic, and we are so grateful for the documentation of the
project. It is always inspiring for us to see the tangible impact of these initiatives.
We’'re incredibly proud to have you as part of the Roots & Shoots community. If you
have any questions or would like to explore ways to get more involved with Roots &
Shoots in the future, please don’t hesitate to reach out — we’d love to support you.
Please pass along our congratulations and thanks to everyone involved—the
students, families, staff, and Helen—for creating such a meaningful project. It’s a
beautiful example of community action for people, animals, and the environment.
Warmest thanks again for sharing your story with us, and we hope the garden
continues to grow and thrive in the years ahead.

With appreciation,

Chelsea Bouslog

Mini Grants Team

Roots & Shoots Australia

Jane Goodall Institute Australia
minigrants@janegoodall.org.au
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Classroom specific - please discuss with Class Teacher
Laundry — after meetings

Laundry — Acacia Classroom

Laundry - Jarrah Classroom

Laundry - Melaleuca Classroom

Laundry - Peppermint

Laundry - Marri

Laundry - Banksia

Plants / fish - Acacia
Plants /fish - Jarrah
Plants/ fish - Peppermint
Plants/fish - Meleleuca
Plants / Fish - Banksia
Plants/ fish - Marri

Parent Readers - all primary classes - Please discuss with Class Teacher

Whole school - MR Campus

Car park — blowing leaves/ tiding - ALLOCATED

Weeding - play area

Hall cleaning - ALLOCATED

Tidying the storeroom next to hall - COMPLETED

Weeding - Margaret River - ongoing

Pot plant maintenance (outside classrooms) - Margaret River - ongoing.
Garden bed maintenance - Margaret River - ongoing.

Wetlands weeding - Margaret River - ongoing.

Clean up and re-organise in Hive (kitchen near Hall) - Margaret River - one-off job -
COMPLETED

Re-organise Uniform Storage room - Margaret River - one-off job - COMPLETED
Windows in Hall - ongoing

Dusting of music equipment in hall - ongoing

Dusting of library shelves - ongoing

Admin laundry - tableclothes etc

How to communicate: Please email Haydi montessori@margmont.wa.edu.au
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Friday afternoons:

When: Every Friday afternoon starting term 2

Who: Parents and your young people

Tasks: Farm/Outdoor tasks. Including but not limited to: Building veg beds,
gardening, fencing, mowing, whipper snipping, Weed/invasive species control
general maintenance etc.

Reports to: Olly. He will meet and greet and help direct.

How to communicate: Please email Olly deputy@margmont.wa.edu.au and Vicky
montessoriAP@margmont.wa.edu.au

How many hours: 2 hours per adult and 1 hour per young person — see below for info.
What to bring: Suitable clothing for weather, basic tools if you have them (speak to
Olly before hand), closed-in shoes your own PPE (if you have it), including gloves.
Further info: From 3pm your young person will be able to also help you (preferred
approach to further strengthen school community) with the tasks. The hour that your
young person contributes will also count towards your parent engagement. This is
the first time we have offered this and so will run as a trial in the first instance.
Tuesday and Wednesday of Week 1 Easter Holidays

Both Olly and Vicky will be on site in week 1 of the Easter Holidays. Please speak with
them if you have some time available to help with jobs on the Tuesday or Wednesday
(7™ and 8™ April). Any students of the AP who also help will have those hours added
to your parental engagement total.

Expert Help during school time

If you have an interest or a passion within a certain subject area, please reach out to
us as we are always looking to expand our students’ exposure to a higher level of
expertise. This could be based in horticulture, art, dance, music, environmental
science etc. These tasks would consist of working alongside our students either as
part of a small group or individual project. Please contact Olly/Kath if you feel this can
align with you.

Community work support

Every Friday we hold our community work mornings. If you would like to offer help
during this time please reach out.

Materials/Tools etc

We are always on the look out for tools or materials. See below for a suggested list. It
is important that any donations of such items are discussed with the school first.
‘Wood, Wire, Fencing materials, Seedling pots, Posts, Out door furniture

-Any other items — but please discuss with school

Tools: Anything battery operated would be hugely helpful, Hand woodwork tools,
Garden tools, Anything else you feel would be helpful

Donations made would be at value of second hand items — this can be discussed with
Olly.

How to communicate: Please email Olly deputy@margmont.wa.edu.au
and Vicky montessoriAP@margmont.wa.edu.au
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The ASK Workshop™

Assessing Suicide in Kids (5-14)
Online Workshop
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Tuesday 28 April & Wednesday 29" April 2026
8:30am - 1.30pm (both days)

The course will be completed entirely online with two live
streams for 4.5 hours per day and I-2 hours of self-paced
learning prior to the workshop.

Cost: $125

(+ Humanitix fees)

Please cancel your reglstration if you are unable to
attend to allow others to attend in your place.

About the workshop:

This online workshop is for professionals working with children and young people aged 5-14
years old. The ASK Warkshop is completed across two-days plus self-paced learning (1-2
hours) that must be completed before attending the livestream session. The ASK Workshop
Online challenges commonly held notions about children's capacity to consider suicide,

Participants learn:
* How totalk about death with children
* How to talk about suicide with children
+ [Developmentally appropriate strategies and tools to identify young children at risk of
suicide
* How toguickly gather and organise details needed to assess risk
+* How to explore and consider protective factors to inform safety planning
* Toconsider comman challenges in working with parents/carers, and possible solutions.
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Course structure: FE]IDWII'IE the course:

Participants [earn Participants will receive a certificate to demonstrate that they

using case studies, understand and are aware that children can be at risk of suicide,
gulded simulations, know the risk factors to look out for, and feel confident approaching
discussions and the subject of death and suicide with a child. Participants also
practice using an receive a risk assessment tool and quick reference guide 1o support

assessment tool. their suicide prevention practice.




KIdS Club

Vacation Care Program

Have you planned your Easter school holiday adventures and &
activities yet?

Qur Kids Club Holiday Program is bursting with fun for children
aged 4-12 years, running 7am - 5:30pm each day. Bookings are
now opent

Activities include
eaq hunt & celebration

Mowvies at the Margaret River HEART
LEGO games and challenges

Organic Gardens scavenger hunt

Play, climb & boulder at the Hangoul
Books, songs & storytelling at the Library
Fead the anim

Newsletter

; at Scoops Farm

L T R R T Y

Dancing with Tutu Dance Company

Check out the full program & enrol here:
racreation.amrshire. wa.gov. au/childcare/vacation-care/

\
EMIRT OF AUGUSTA MARGARET RIVIR - S gw

RECREATION CENTRE
BlueBird

ERILECANE

NOW OPEN FOR BOOKINGS

A
< MEALS & SNACKS

INCLUDED

wow‘* e

* 2. c
4 FANTASTICEXCURSIONS

oo

BOOKNOW 0437751550 WWW.BLUEBIRDCHILDCARE.COM.AU
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As we come te the end of; Teum 1, we wefflect on a wenderful teun of learning, growtf,
It fras Been ajoy to see oun students explore, discover, and, develop thein independence.
We are proud, of all that eur students have achieved, and grateful for the engsing
We wishk all our students and, families o safe, vesthul, and, Rappy Easter Break. We ook
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Pet s Beep in touch!

© e Erdkinder

"The greatest sign of; success for ateachen.. i te Be afle te say, ‘The children are
now woking as i, I did net exist.” — Taria TNentessori
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(08) 9757 2564 - montessori@margmont.wa.edu.au

’ Mdrgdret Rlver 4-6 Clarke Road, Margaret River, Western Australia ?35

' \ Montessorl 62 Harmans Mill Rd, Metricup 6280
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https://instagram.com/margaretrivermontessorischool/
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	Harmony Day Parade and Kaigi


	EVERYONE
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	Junior Primary News
	We have been enjoying a productive and engaging time in Junior Primary.
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	Junior Primary News
	Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Harmony Day shared lunch picnic. It was a wonderful occasion, and we appreciate the support of those who helped organise the event. We are also grateful for the delicious dishes you prepared, celebrating the rich diversity of our community. It has been lovely to see the children continuing to engage with the story stones created on the day, sparking thoughtful and meaningful conversations.
	We trust you thoroughly enjoyed watching the children perform their special songs at Kaigi on Friday. It is inspiring to see their confidence and courage continue to grow.
	We wish all children and their families a safe and happy holiday break, and we look forward to welcoming you back in Term 2.
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	Middle Primary News
	Expanding Horizons: The Power of "Going Out"
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	Middle Primary News
	Thank you!
	Hoppy Easter Love from Lee-Anne, Asha, Serena, Dorothy, Jana and Trish




	Our Upper Primary students enjoyed a wonderful overnight experience at the Metricup Farm site, filled with creativity, collaboration and opportunities to practise independence.
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	Adolescent Program News
	On a stunning Bunuru day, with surfers carving through crisp, clean waves nearby, our adolescent students embarked on an enriching marine science excursion to Yallingup Lagoon. This excursion marked the first of our visits to the lagoon, as students have nominated it to be the focus site for their Educational Marine Areas Waatu Kaatijin initiative, an international program aimed to engage young minds with their local Sea Country. The day began with a warm welcome from Zac Webb of the Undalup Association, who generously shared his knowledge of the local boodja (country). Students were captivated by the cultural stories and connections to place, gaining a deeper appreciation of the rich Aboriginal heritage embedded within the landscape. We watched Zac craft a knife using Balga sap, charcoal and kangaroo scat, heating the three materials together to create a resin similar to carbon fibre. Students also sampled some local bushtucker around the beach, including sea spinach, seaweed and saltbush. An overarching message in Zac's teaching is that country speaks to us, and if we listen to and respect country, it will provide and care for us. We were also fortunate to be guided by local avian expert Christine Wilder from BirdLife Australia. Christine provided fascinating insights into the birdlife of the Capes region, helping students identify species, understand their behaviours, and explore the environmental challenges birds face today. Her passion and knowledge sparked curiosity and thoughtful discussion among the group, despite the lack of birds to be seen at that hotter time of day.
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	A highlight of the excursion was the hands-on scientific research undertaken by the students with Luke Thomas from the Australian Institute of Marine Science. Working in small groups, they collected water samples from various locations around the lagoon. These samples were then filtered using a cylinder apparatus to capture biological material. The collected matter was preserved in ethanol and prepared for transport to Perth, where it will undergo PCR (polymerase chain reaction) testing. This process will allow scientists to isolate DNA markers (A, C, G, T), which will later be analysed and returned to students. Using this data, students will have the exciting opportunity to identify and classify marine species present in the lagoon - bringing real-world scientific practice into their learning.
	Following a productive morning, students enjoyed a well-earned lunch before taking to the water for swimming and snorkelling, further connecting with the marine environment they had been studying. A heartfelt thank you goes to Jess Leask for her thoughtful planning and organisation of this excursion. It was a truly memorable day - rich in culture, science, and connection to the natural world. We will continue to seek opportunities such as this to ensure students can access learning that is hands-on, real world applicable and guided by experts.
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	French Language News
	Our ´Petits Explorateurs’ working on their French Jobs.   We have new tags to help students label their French learning, as well as cue adults in the environment when a student is working on a known job in French.
	Our Language program embraces an intercultural language approach that goes beyond vocabulary and grammar, encouraging students to explore language as a reflection of identity, culture, and connection. As part of our Harmony Day learning, students completed a thoughtful ´Réflection’ task, on the theme of belonging, inclusion, and diversity. This was complemented by a vibrant collaborative activity, “One Word, Many Languages: Hello,” where students contributed greetings from a wide range of languages, celebrating the rich cultural diversity in Australia.
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	Physical Education News

	Our school is a member of the Your Move Schools Program.
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	Art News
	In Junior Primary art, we have been exploring line, shape and fine motor skills. The students mixed paint and dishwashing detergent and found out that when they dip a paper towel roll into the mixture and press it onto paper, it creates a bubble that they can pop! This created colourful circular shapes and interesting bubble marks on their paper. We have also been creating out own art quilts! In each square, junior primary students were encouraged to draw different types of lines that we had been learning. After adding their pop of colour with oil pastel and watercolour, they used colourful yarn to thread and glue to give our quilts a cosy look!
	In Middle Primary art, we have been learning about Australian Artist, Bruce Earles. We have looked at his wonderful contemporary beach art and the way he uses shape to create objects. The students painted their beach backgrounds using sponges and brushes. They will then use coloured paper to cut out a variety of shapes and turn them into people, umbrellas, boats, towels and all the wonderful things we find on our beaches!
	In Upper Primary Art, we have been discovering Perth born textiles artist, Carinne Meyerink. Carinne creates beautiful landscapes and seascapes using textiles and watercolour. The Upper Primary students first created their design based on a location that is special to them. We then used watercolour, droppers and sponges to dye our material background. The students then rummaged through a vast range of fabrics to cut and use for areas of the landscape/seascape before stitching it all together.
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	Inclusive Education News
	Middle Primary Library Going Out
	Margaret River Produce and Pet Shop
	VegePod Gardening Project
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	Upper Primary Community Pantry Going Out
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	Year 6 Incursion - Our Patch
	The Undalup Rangers visited our Year 6 group to share their knowledge of our local natural wetland habitat and the native animals that depend on it.
	The incursion encouraged curiosity, reflection, and a sense of responsibility. Students were inspired to consider their own relationship with the environment and how they can contribute to caring for Our Patch both now and into the future.
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	Until Next Term....
	Egg Hunt!

