Important Dates

23 Feb MP - Selected students - Melaleuca - Mitre 10 Visit
2 Mar PUBLIC HOLIDAY - Labour Day

3 Mar Whole school parent Info - Margaret River Campus
4 Mar UP -Yr 4 &5 MR Surf comp

4 &18 Mar AP - Community lunch

5 Mar UP - Incursion - Our Patch & Sleep Out - Metricup
11 Mar UP -Yr 6 - Incursion - Our Patch

27 & 28 Mar Lions - Sausage Sizzle

Every Mon Yr 6 &AP - Afterschool mountain bike ride

Every Fri UP - Student groups rotating - Going Out Program
Week 6 Next newsletter published
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Term Dates 2026:

Term 1 Student Dates: Monday 2/2/26 to Thursday 2/4/26

(10 weeks). Office open from Monday 19/1/26.

Public Holidays: Monday 2/3/26 (Labour Day), Friday 3/4/26 (Good Friday)
Pupil Free Days within term: none

Term 2 Student Dates: Tuesday 21/4/26 to Friday 26/6/26

(9 weeks).

Public Holidays: Monday 27/4/26 (ANZAC Day), Monday 1/6/26 (WA Day)
Pupil Free Days within term: Friday 15/5/26 (Official Reporting Day)

Term 3 Student Dates: Monday 20/7/26 to Friday 25/9/26
(10 weeks)

Public Holidays: none.

Pupil Free Days within term: none.

Term 4 Student Dates: Tuesday 13/10/26 to Thursday 10/12/26 (9 weeks). Office open
until 18/12/26.

Public Holidays: none.

Pupil Free Days within term: Friday 6/11/26 (Official Reporting Day).

2026 -Term 1, Week 3

We would like to acknowledge the Wadandi/ Pibulmun Traditional Owners
of this land on which we live, work and play, and pay my respects to the
Elders past, present and emerging.

(08) 9757 2564 - montessori@margmont.wa.edu.au
4-6 Clarke Road, Margaret River, Western Australia 6285

\’ Ma rgq ret River 62 Harmans Mill Rd, Metricup 6280 ﬂ

Fn Montessori www.margmontwa edu.au
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https://mriver.factsmgt.com.au/Pages/Calendar/GuestCalendar.aspx?GL=7nMw7NX9tYSgwn3qS0XkRA%3D%3D

Newsletter

As many of you now know, this week we have said goodbye to Sue
Gaunt - a wonderful teacher, past Principal and founder of this very
school. Sue passed away this week after a long battle with Motor
Neuron Disease.

Our School Council Chairperson Kris Longmore Dodd, shared today, “As
the person who shaped the very soul of this school in its earliest years,
and who continued to pour herself into our Junior Primmary community
until illness made it impossible, her loss is profound.”

Kris also said Sue's passing is “a reminder of what this school is built on.
People who show up, sacrifice, who care deeply, and who leave things
better than they found them”.

More news will be shared in the coming weeks about how we can
honour Sue’s legacy and celebrate her life and contribution.
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Sue started our school with Di Littlewood in 1992, opening the doors in

1993 to 14 children - including her own, Dane, Joel and Brooke - at the

Old Baptist Church. She spent many years here as a teacher, Principal
and mentor before retiring at the end of 2023.

As Dane said when he let us know of her passing, Sue “poured her
heart into creating a place where children could learn with curiosity,
kindness, and a deep connection to the world around them. Every
classroom, outdoor space and relationship within our school carries
something of her legacy”.

When Sue retired, we shared with the Margaret River Mail: "She is a
model educator and just simply a model human — always kind,
humble, a very hard worker and has seemingly endless patience and
love for the children she works with... In founding our school, having a
vision and seeing it through to reality, in committing a 30 year career
to that vision ever since its inception, Sue has given our community a
gift that can never be lost".

Those words ring even more true today.
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Community Engagement Hours 2026
The new and improved version of
Parent Commitment

At our school, we truly believe that family involvement is at the heart of our
vibrant, joyful community. The time, energy, and enthusiasm our parents
bring make our programs richer, our events more fun, and our children’s
experiences even more meaningful.

To continue growing this wonderful sense of togetherness, we're refreshing
our Parent Commitment structure. As of 2026, each family is invited to
contribute a minimum of 10 hours per term (40 hours per year) of Community
Engagement (CE) time. There are plenty of flexible, enjoyable ways to get
involved. You can choose what suits your family best; and every contribution
helps keep our school the warm, connected place we all value.

Community Engagement hours are valued at $30 per hour. If hours are not
completed, the equivalent amount will be debited to the family account at
the end of each term.

If you prefer not to or are unable to undertake CE hours, you may choose to
pay the Community Engagement fee each term instead.

To record your contributions, please use the Community Engagement Hours
Form available via the School Stream app (in Forms). Each family is
responsible for keeping track of their own hours.

What are Community Engagement Hours for?

The best school outcomes for a child are reached when their parents are fully
on board and engaged with their educational journey. So the CE Hours aim to
directly support parent involvement and engagement with the school and
with your children’s learning and school experience.



Community Engagement Hours 2026

Ways to Contribute Your Community Engagement Hours
There are so many ways to be involved — whether that's lending a hand in
class, supporting an event, or sharing your time and talents in the wider
school community. Every contribution makes a difference.
e Attending a parent information session
e Attending group parent or committee meetings
e Attending P&F meetings
e Attending a school-scheduled Stay and Play
e Volunteering on class excursions
e Volunteering for teacher-requested class help e.g. reading help
e Helping at school events
e Attendance at Kaigis, Coffee Houses or large scale concerts.
e Donating requested items for class activities (e.g. food, flowers for Practical
Life), parent sign-up sheet for classes, needs to have a dollar value
e Covering the cost of a Working with Children Check (WWCC) for regular
volunteering or camp attendance (receipt required)
e Serving as an executive member of the P&F Committee, School Council
member, or Class Mentor (each covers your full annual commitment)
e Completing other advertised ‘scholarship’ roles (e.g. Bin Scholarship,
Uniform Scholarship)
e Participating in other committees e.g. Wellbeing, Reconciliation Action
Plan, Wastewise, etc.

Newsletter

Activities Not Included

Some activities, while important, are not counted toward CP hours:
¢ Individual parent-teacher or learning plan meetings

Attendance at your own child’s exhibitions

Unrequested donations to the school

Attendance at MP camp is not included as we understand with young
children that camp attendance is usually based on the need of the child.
However, you can include the cost of your Working with Children Check.

What if | am unsure if something is included?
We will endeavour to advertise when an event is included and how many
hours it counts for as much as possible.
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Please feel welcome to ask at Administration.
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Community Engagement Hours 2026

When donations are requested, either:
e The school will advise how many hours the donation equates to, or
e The dollar value will be applied (e.g. a $300 prize donation = one term of
Parent Commitment)

Working with Children Checks (WWCC)
A current WWCC is required if:
e You are volunteering regularly in direct contact with children (e.g. weekly
reading help)
e You are volunteering overnight on a camp (only relevant for Middle
Primary Camp; other camps do not involve parent volunteers)

If you are planning to volunteer regularly or attend camp, please go ahead
and apply for your WWCC early. Processing times can vary, so it's best to get
this organised ahead of time.

Please note that parents without a valid WWCC will not be able to attend
camp overnight.

A Few Extra Notes

e Hours can be completed by any adult in your family, including
grandparents, aunties, uncles, other close family members or close family
friends.

e The engagement is per family, not per child.

e Split families are asked to decide together how to share the commitment.

e Single-parent families without extended support are welcome to apply for
extenuating circumstances.

e Families welcoming a newborn automatically receive a one-term
exemption following the birth.

¢ If you do not complete enough hours in one term, you can make it up in a
subsequent term within the same calendar year.

e Please note that hours completed beyond 40 per year cannot be carried
over into the next calendar year.

We're so grateful for the time, energy, and care our families bring to school
life. Every hour you contribute — whether it’s helping in the classroom,
organising an event, or donating your skills — helps create the warm,
connected environment that makes our school such a special place to learn
and grow!
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Enrolment News

From Birth to Adolescence: Planning the Journey
Hello Families,

My name is Jerika, and | joined Margaret River
Montessori School as Enrolments Officer in Term 3,
2025. | work across Bush Babes, Primary School and
the Adolescent Program, supporting families through
the journey from application to admission. As our
Montessori community grows, | would like to gently
share some important reminders.

o Upper Primary Families:

While students enrolled in our Primary School are automatically placed into
our Adolescent Program, we do ask families to confirm their intentions at their
earliest availability — ideally by the end of Year 5. This allows us to responsibly
plan for the incoming Year 7 cohort and ensure a smooth transition for all
students.

We understand circumstances can change and warmly welcome conversation
at any time if you are unsure about your child's pathway into their next phase
of education.

« Families with younger children or children at other schools:

If you are considering MRMS for a child not currently enrolled, now is the time
to ensure an application is in place. Siblings receive significant priority;
however, placement is not automatically guaranteed. We maintain waitlists
across all year groups and recommend applying early so your child can be
considered at the earliest opportunity. For Junior Primary, we recommend
children commence from three years of age where possible. If you are unsure
of your child’s predicted entry point, please reach out — | am very happy to
help you map this out.

« What does the waitlist look like?

Our waitlist is not linear — it is a waiting zone. Offers are not determined solely
by application date, and we are unable to disclose specific positions or
timeframes. Each application is reviewed carefully, considering age balance,
gender balance, classroom dynamics and alignment with Montessori values.
We currently have applicants across all year groups, spanning entry years
2026-2032, with Year 7 and Junior Primary remaining our most in-demand
entry points.



Enrolment News

What Next?

e If you have a baby, toddler, or child currently at another school and are
considering MRMS — even if it feels “a little way off” — it is time to apply
or enquire.

e Families with children under three years of age are encouraged to apply
for or enquire about our Bush Babes Playgroup to begin building those
early foundations.

e Tour & Information Session dates for our Adolescent Program (tailored to
our current families) will be released soon — stay tuned or contact the
Enrolments Officer to join the waitlist.

e Ifyou have a child in Upper Primary and would like to confirm your
intentions or receive further information about the Adolescent Program,
please reach out.

Newsletter

We are continually strengthening our processes to ensure clarity, thoughtful
communication and a positive experience for families on our waitlist. You are
welcome to pop into the Primary Campus, arrange a time to meet, email me
at enrolments@margmont.wa.edu.au or call 08 9757 2564.

Jerika
Enrolments Officer

Fun Facts for Tenm 1 2026:

e Our Montessori community continues to flourish, with 49 students enrolled at
the Adolescent Program and 136 students at the Primary School, bringing us
to a total of 185 students across both campuses, representing 120 families.

e This term we welcome 36 new students to MRMS.

Of these:

e 27 children are from 16 new families, beginning their Montessori journey with
us.

o 7 children are from existing MRMS families, strengthening sibling
connections across classrooms.

o 2 children are from alumni families, continuing their family’'s Montessori
story.

e We also celebrate 6 students transitioning from Upper Primary to the
Adolescent Campus, marking an important step in their 0-18 Montessori
pathway.
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Dearv Families,

What a beautiful start we have had to the year in Banksia and Marri.

It has been a joy to watch the children settling into the environment with
quiet confidence and engaged curiosity. Over these first weeks, we have seen
new friendships forming, routines becoming familiar, and children beginning

to move through the classroom with steadily increasing independence.

Newsletter

In Montessori education, especially Junior Primary, independence builds
confidence, resilience, and a genuine love of learning. When children are
supported to do things for themselves, they develop a strong sense of
capability and responsibility.

In the classroom, this looks like:

o Farewelling parents at the gate and walking into Junior Primary
independently

e Unpacking and organising their own belongings

e Choosing and returning work independently

e Caring for classroom materials

e Managing food, drink bottles, and personal items

e Asking for help when needed
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You may notice your child wanting to “do it myself” more
often at home, which is a wonderful sign of growth!

You can support this developing independence in simple, practical ways:

¢ Allow extra time in the morning for your child to dress themselves

e Encourage them to pack and unpack their school bag

e Involve them Iin everyday tasks such as setting the table, folding
washing, or preparing simple snacks

e Offer guidance rather than doing tasks for them

e Use calm, consistent routines

Small, everyday responsibilities build capable, confident learners.
Thank you for your continued partnership as we nurture independence,
responsibility, and a love of learning in your children. It is a privilege to
guide them during this important stage.
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“Education is a natural process carried out by the child
and is not acquired by listening to words but by
experiences in the environment.”

— Maria Montessori

Welcome back to all our Middle Primary children and families. It has been a
joyful and settled start to the year. For those families and children who are
new to Middle Primary, we extend a particularly warm welcome. The process
of orienting to a new environment — finding one’s place, understanding
routines, building relationships and gaining confidence — reflects what Maria
Montessori described as a natural Human Tendency. We have been so
impressed by the calm determination with which our new students are
navigating their surroundings, and by the kindness and leadership shown by
our returning children in supporting this transition. The classrooms have
quickly returned to their steady rhythm, with children embracing the work
cycle with focus, independence and enthusiasm.

Thank you to the many parents who attended our recent Parent Information
Session, held in our newly repurposed space, Myrtle — named in honour of
our much loved and recently retired Rona Mirtle, who used this space for Art
lessons over many years. A copy of the PowerPoint will be sent home once we
have updated it with a few additional points discussed on the day. It was also
lovely to see so many families at the outdoor Stay and Play that followed.
Gathering together in this relaxed way strengthens our sense of community
and connection.

In the coming weeks, we will lay the foundation for our Cosmic Education
curriculum through the introduction of the Great Stories. Our older students
are preparing to present The First Great Story, offering them a meaningful
opportunity to step into leadership while inspiring wonder and curiosity in
their peers. This shared experience marks an important beginning to our
exploration of the universe, time, and humanity’s place within it.



You will soon notice the Community Engagement Jobs sheet displayed
outside the classroom. While there are some new opportunities for
Community Engagement this year throughout the school, our parent roles
within each class remain a highly valued and meaningful way to contribute to
our community. Support such as reading with small groups of children,
assisting with gardening, bringing in seasonal foliage or flowers to beautify
the environment, or providing ingredients for our weekly Practical Life
cooking sessions all enrich the children’s daily experience. These
contributions help us create a vibrant, connected and nurturing learning
environment.

Newsletter

We are deeply appreciative of your partnership and the many ways you
support the life of our classroom.

We look forward to a wonderful term ahead with your children.
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Upper Primary News
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Adolescent Program News

Newsletter
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Library News

Newsletter
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Newsletter

Our former Adolescent Program space has been beautifully transformed
into a light-filled Art Room for our Primary students. The new environment
reflects the Montessori ethos, offering a thoughtfully prepared space where

children can explore, create, and express themselves freely.

Students are loving the space! With accessible materials, room to work
independently or collaboratively, and an inspiring atmosphere, the Art
Room encourages curiosity, focus, and creativity — all central to the
Montessori approach.

We are delighted to see how this new space is already supporting our
students’ artistic growth and joyful learning.

e
=
O
3
£
—
o
-
i
O
N
o
N




French Language News

JP, MP, UP, AP

FRANCAIS

evrier 2026

Newsletter

Junior Primary
* French will be embedded thi
JP morning cycle on Thurs
immersive approach will allow for greater
connection and leaming as well as time
for all the French fun students have
come to know and enjoy!
Middle Primary
= We are continuing to move, dance
and play our way through French.
Students are currently focusing
on  classroom  objects  and
routines.

Adolescent Program

= Language Gym is in full effect
with games like running
dictation, number chain, and
faulty echo keeping
classrooms fun and engaging.
Students currently are
working on Greetings, talking
about themselves and
numbers.

Upper Primary

2026 - Term 1, Week 3

Lego Language returns this
week as we focus on daily
greetings  and  classroom :
ohjects, Looking forward to a fun

French year ahead!

Alicia Melntosh Language Teacher
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Tony Lane is looking for
someone who would be

i ﬂ Interested in doing some

- Maintenance and possibly

= repairs of musical instruments.

JICTH uurum“l 1

= Sﬂ e changing strings on guitars.

e making something out of
tubing.

* possibly some soldering of
electronic components

If you are the right person for
the job, please contact:

) Tony Lane

MUSIC SPECIALIST:
music@margmont.wa.edu.au
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Project - Create a
herb garden!

Grandparent of one of
our students Lesley
Pathe’ came in and

spoke to the students

with all her gardening
knowledge about
different herbs, the
students tasted the herbs
and decided which herbs
would be best to plant in
the planter box at this
time of year.

Every Monday after school, for
Year 6 and older.

We meet at 4pm at the Carters
Road carpark (below RAC holiday
park). Students will finish and meet
back there around 5:30pm.

This is an afterschool activity and
parents are welcome to join in the
riding or we ask that a parent at
least remains in the carpark.

Joel and Olly are present but not
taking duty of care.
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FREE PARENT EDUCATION SESSION e

Discover how Montessori principles nurture every child's unique journey

Join us for an engaging exploration of how your child grows, learns, and develops within
a Montessori framework, from early childhood through adolescence. The session explores
Montessori developmental theory across all planes, supporting parents to understand
the purpose of Montessori environments, developmental needs at each stage, and how
shared understanding between home and school strengthens children’s learning and
wellbeing over time.

Presented by: Laureen Barnard '
Date: Tuesday, 3 March 3 W
Time: 3:30-5:00 pm

Location: Primary Campus Hall

Childcare: Available by cash donation, kindly suppar e*
by our Adolescent students.

Laureen Bamard (she/her) is a highly experienced Montessori educator and consultant with over
20 years in education and leadership. She holds an AMIT2-18 Montessori Diploma (Hershey) and
isan AMI Trainer of Teachers in training, contributing to AMI 12-18 Diploma programs through
the Sydney Montessori Training Centre (SMTC). Laureen isa Board Member of Montessori
Schools and Centres Australia (MSCA) and works nationally as a Genuine Montessor Pathiway
(GMP) Coach, supporting authentic Montessori practice across schools.

MRMS FAMILIES WELCOMED BY RSVP MONTESSORI@MARGMONT.WA.EDU.AU OR (08) 9757 2564
ATTENDANCE COUNTS TOWARDS YOUR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT HOURS
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Our parent view calendar on School Stream and on our website is not live
and is updated weekly.

All school activities will be published in WOW each week and in a School
Stream post. If you do not have access to School Stream, please contact the
front office or let us know, and we can email the updates to you until we
transition to our new platform, TASS.

Our newsletter is published in Week 3, Week 6, and Week 9 of every term.

Friendly Parking Reminder

To help keep our Montessori community safe, calm, and welcoming for all
children and families, we kindly ask for your cooperation with parking at our
Margaret River Campus.
® Please do not park on the verge
© No standing at any time
Parking or stopping here can affect the safe turnaround of the school bus, as
well as reduce visibility for children, families, and staff.

These restrictions are also in place in line with Shire regulations.

& Alternative Parking
Extra parking is available along Betts St near the wetlands, which allows for
safer access during drop-off and pick-up times.

Thank you for your understanding and for helping us model care, respect,
and safety within our Montessori community.



Keen to get some Community Engagement Hours ticked off early in the year
as well as help raise funds for the P & F?

We are looking for volunteers for our upcoming slot at the Lions Garage Sale
on the mornings of Friday 27th March and Saturday 28th March.

We require 4 volunteers to assist in preparing for the garage sale on Friday
morning and 5 volunteers assisting in the actual sale on Saturday morning.

All must be over 18 and 2 on both mornings must be capable of lifting and
moving heavy furniture.

Newsletter

If you think you can help or would like more information, contact Nat -
pfsecretarymontessori@gmail.com

{m Parents & Friends
Association ;.

Bring in your too-small
school uniform items
WEEK 3:15-20 FEBRUARY

Hand in your donations _
to the school office

1 Community engagement W,
hour for your donation!

Purchase second-hand
uniforms (cheap!) at the
Uniform Shop (open

Wednesday mornings
8:20am - 8:45am).

We Need, You!

Would you like to join the Committee?
Email pfsecretarymontessori@gmail.com
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I'E&..']- | |1L third Monday of each month® at tha Margaret River Libeary.
Meeat a am fora 4,15 [ i start
Dates for 2026:
* 16 February ® 18 May  * 20.July * 21 September  « 15 MNovember
* 20 April * 15 June  * 17 August = 19 Octlober
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Come and try cricket ina fun, girls-
only enviranment with your friends!
NG equipment or experience req_ulred]

 REGISTER TODAYL e

Margaret River Library

is getting a new roof

Temporary Closure: 23 February to 16 March

WiFalg weo are closed,

VOB WO D Bk 10 O, visit the Sbrary
BSraw or returry o s the Wi-Fi
physical fsms

Als0, atk B -al Pﬂpmnctup
accss i ebooks, fos

Finish your
peinting)’ sCanning

Bunbu
Ei stedrgd

Entri;es Cl:-nls.e: dance-5/04

. all other entries close - 20/04 CHOiR
www eusteddfodwa .org.au f




UNDALUP ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS

BUNURU

FESTIVAL

SATURDAY 2! FEBRUARY., 2026

12PF = 3PN
PIGNEER PARK, COWARAHUP
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A FREE FAMILY FRIEMDLY EVEMT CELEBRATIMG
THE EPCH CULTURAL HERITAGE AMD PRISTIME
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LIVE HUSKC FROM LACHY JOHN AMD THE RED BELLILS -
SALTWATER KIM - TILLY KAY - INDIGO ELLES . COEN FOWLER
= FLUS OOMMUNITY MAKDALA, UNBALLR CINEMA SPACE,
ELDER"S HAMGOUT, EIDE ACTIWITIES,

ART WORKTHOPS. FOOD TRUCKS AKD HORD

ol oy e e T T R e e

§ e e e T S [ e e ety Do e T

2-6 MARCH
justhome.org.au

Homelessness is everybody's
business, and you can be
part of the solution

Can you help us by donating time, money,
products or services?

2026 - Term 1, Week 3

EFFEE| Scan the QR
AP | code to get
[ involved.

sz
Lpi® v

Augusta Margaret River, Wardand Bocdja




Jo a newr year of discoveruy and growth
Each new Beginning Brings fresh oppertunities te explore, te wonder, and, te Become
more independent. In the YNentessorn classusom, everny cRild s jowney unfelds
wemwwmmmwmmwwmw
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» METRICUP CAMPUS
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- Maria YNentesser
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(08) 9757 2564 - montessori@margmont.wa.edu.au

\’ Mdrgdret Rlver 4-6 Clarke Road, Margaret River, Western Australia ?35

' \ Montessorl 62 Harmans Mill Rd, Metricup 6280
’ SCHOOL | EST 1993 wmargmonta edu.au 91 &6&


https://www.facebook.com/margaretrivermontessori/
https://instagram.com/margaretrivermontessorischool/
https://www.facebook.com/margaretrivermontessori/
https://instagram.com/mrms_adolescent_program

