Important Dates

17 Mar UP - Student groups rotating - Going Out Program
17 Mar School Council Meeting

18 Mar AP - Community lunch

20 Mar International ride to school day

20 Mar JP - Harmony Day Morning Tea

24 Mar MP - Student groups rotating - Going Out Program

25 Mar UP - Yr 6 - Our Patch incursion

27 & 28 Mar Lions - Sausage Sizzle

27 Mar KAIGI - ‘Harmony Day’ hosted by Yr 4 & 5 - all primary students performing
2 April Students last day of Term 1

3 April Public Holiday - Good Friday

Every Mon  Yr 6 & AP - Afterschool mountain bike ride

Every Fri UP - Student groups rotating - Going Out Program

Every Fri AP - Selected students - Woodwork
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Term Dates 2026:

Term 1 Student Dates: Monday 2/2/26 to Thursday 2/4/26

(10 weeks). Office open from Monday 19/1/26.

Public Holidays: Monday 2/3/26 (Labour Day), Friday 3/4/26 (Good Friday)
Pupil Free Days within term: none

Term 2 Student Dates: Tuesday 21/4/26 to Friday 26/6/26

(9 weeks).

Public Holidays: Monday 27/4/26 (ANZAC Day), Monday 1/6/26 (WA Day)
Pupil Free Days within term: Friday 15/5/26 (Official Reporting Day)

Term 3 Student Dates: Monday 20/7/26 to Friday 25/9/26
(10 weeks)

Public Holidays: none.

Pupil Free Days within term: none.

Term 4 Student Dates: Tuesday 13/10/26 to Thursday 10/12/26 (9 weeks). Office open
until 18/12/26.

Public Holidays: none.

Pupil Free Days within term: Friday 6/11/26 (Official Reporting Day).

2026 - Term 1, Week 6

We would like to acknowledge the Wadandi/ Pibulmun Traditional Owners
of this land on which we live, work and play, and pay my respects to the
Elders past, present and emerging.

(08) 9757 2564 - montessori@margmont.wa.edu.au

4 4-6 Clarke Road, Margaret River, Western Australia 6285
\’ Ma rga ret Rlver 62 Harmans Mill Rd, Metricup 6280 0

’ Montessori www.margmont.wa.edu.au
,\ SCHOOL | EST 1993 Education in has wbtﬁ/%


https://mriver.factsmgt.com.au/Pages/Calendar/GuestCalendar.aspx?GL=7nMw7NX9tYSgwn3qS0XkRA%3D%3D
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This day is also known as The International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (IDERD).

Parents, carers, family and friends - join us to celebrate.

Preparing for the Day:
Start the conversation at home!

Use this as a chance to discuss your family's cultural heritage—not just parents but past
generations, in-laws, or even meaningful connections you've made with other cultures
through friendships, travel, or experiences.

Think about ways to express cultural appreciation, not appropriation. A great rule of
thumb: If you're unsure about something, start a respectful conversation!

What to Wear:
A traditional outfit representing your cultural heritage.
An outfit that reflects a culture you have a strong, meaningful connection to.
Orange clothing as an alternative, the official colour of Harmony Day, symbolising unity
and inclusivity.

Harmony Day Schedule - Friday, March 27th
8:30 AM - Arrive at school in your Harmony Day outfit or orange attire.
10:30 AM — Parade of Nations — Families are invited to gather near the Hard Court to
celebrate our diverse community.
11:00 AM — Harmony Day Kaigi (Concert) in the Hall — All classes will perform (Junior
Primary, Middle Primary, and Upper Primary).

This is a meaningful and joyful day for our school, and we are excited to celebrate
together. We look forward to seeing our community come together to embrace diversity,
share stories, and stand up for respect and inclusion.

Averting wor is the wok of politicians; estalishing peace is the wertk of
education.

Maria Montessori
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A warm thank you to the parents who attended our recent Junior Primary class
meeting, as well as those who joined the free Montessori parent information session,
Your Child Through a Montessori Lens. It is always so valuable to deepen our shared

understanding of the Montessori approach and to work together with families on
common ground to support each child's development.

Over the past few weeks in Junior Primary, the children have been immersed in
learning about Zoology through real-life observation. We have been carefully
observing three butterfly chrysalises each day, watching for small but fascinating
changes as the butterflies develop inside. The children noticed how the chrysalises
gradually changed colour as the butterflies grew. They also learned that the
chrysalises need to be lightly sprayed with water to help keep them hydrated. One
morning we arrived to discover that a Lacewing butterfly had emerged overnight.
The class was very excited to gently release it back
into our outdoor environment.

This experience inspired further exploration of the Life Cycle of a Butterfly. The
children expressed their understanding through process art, transferring paint to
create beautiful symmetrical butterfly prints while discussing the stages of the
butterfly's life cycle.
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Adding to our Zoology explorations, the classroom was recently visited by two-week-

old chicks. This sparked great curiosity and many conversations about the Life Cycle

of a Chicken, which the children further explored and consolidated through the Life
Cycle job in the classroom.

Our older full-time children have also been busy in the garden, planting sunflower
seeds and observing them closely each day. There was great excitement when the
first tiny shoots appeared above the soil. The children connected this experience
with the story The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle and created their own sunflower artworks
using sponge printing techniques.

These experiences have also sparked renewed interest in our Botany materials
within the classroom. Many children have been exploring the Parts of a Flower, Parts
of a Leaf and Parts of a Tree and working with the Botany Cabinets, learning the
names and shapes of different leaves.

It has been wonderful to see the children’s natural curiosity come alive through
these hands-on experiences with living things and the natural world.
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We are absolutely delighted to welcome
Asha to our classroom community. Asha
will be joining us as our teacher two days
a week - on Tuesdays and Wednesdays -
while Lee-Anne steps into her new role as
Primary School (6-12) Program
Coordinator.

Many of you may already know Asha, and
for those who don't, we are very excited
for you to get to know her. Asha brings a
beautiful presence to the classroom - she
is kind, calm and collected, and always
has just the right pinch of humour to
brighten the day.

What makes this even more special is
that Asha is a past student of our school,
having journeyed here from the age of 3
all the way through to 12. She truly
understands the spirit of our community.
After graduating, Asha returned to work
with us as an Upper Primary assistant for
several years before completing her
Montessori training. She even completed
one of her practicums here with us - so
when the opportunity arose, we were very
keen to snap her up!

In many ways, this is an exciting new
beginning but also like a homecoming.

So truly, Asha... welcome home. We are so
happy to have you with us.
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When the child goes out, it is the world itself that offers itself to him.
Let us take the child out to show him real things instead of making
objects which represent ideas and closing them in cupboards.

- Maria Montessori

As part of the Middle Primary program, a small group of children have been working
collaboratively on a project to establish a herb garden in our class Vege Pod. The
children began by researching and discussing which herbs they would like to grow,
considering both their personal preferences and which varieties would thrive in our
local environment. They also explored the practical aspects of establishing the garden,
including budgeting and the costs associated with purchasing plants and materials.

To support this learning, the children participated in an incursion with local gardener
Lesley Pathe, who generously shared her knowledge and experience of growing
herbs. A walk to Mitre 10 was undertaken to investigate the cost of the materials they
would require. Using this information, the children created a budget and presented
their proposal to Administration, seeking approval to purchase the necessary items.

This authentic, real-world project provided rich opportunities for the children to apply
skills across several curriculum areas, including measurement, calculation, botany,
problem-solving and literacy. As a final step, the children wrote a letter of thanks to

Lesley and walked to the Post Office to post it themselves. Experiences such as these

are invaluable in supporting meaningful, hands-on learning, and we look forward to
continuing similar opportunities throughout the year.
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Upper Primary News

Yean 6 Bat Chat

Our Year 6s recently welcomed Kelly Sheldrick, Co-Founder of the WA Bat
Network and CCWA Citizen Science Program Manager, who shared her
research on the nine species of bats in our local area.

Everyone was fascinated to learn how scientists study bats and the important
role these small nocturnal animals play in our ecosystem. They were especially
intrigued to discover that many bats live quietly alongside us in our
neighbourhoods, emerging each evening to begin their important work.




Adolescent Program News
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Adolescent Program News

At our school, inspired by the principles of Montessori

education and the work of Maria Montessori, learning
extends well beyond the classroom.

One way we bring this philosophy to life is through our
Adolescent Program community lunch.
Students take part in a rotating roster, with a different
group responsible once every fortnight for planning,
preparing and serving lunch for all staff, approximately
50 students, and occasional special guests.
Through this experience, students develop a wide
range of practical and academic skills. They work
together to plan menus, cost ingredients, measure
quantities, and manage budgeting, applying
mathematics in a real-world context. Students also gain
experience in food preparation, teamwork, service, and
cleaning up after the meal, reinforcing responsibility
and cooperation.

To ensure everyone can enjoy the meal, gluten-free,
vegan and vegetarian options are available. The
community lunch is a valued part of our program,
helping students build independence, confidence and

a strong sense of contribution to their school
community.

It is also soooooo delicious!.
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It was an inspiring morning for the Upper Primary children and adults alike,
where we grew our ecological knowledge of the local vegetation and fauna of
our school wetlands. With the expert guidance of Ellie Ward (Nature
Conservation Environmental and Education Officer) and Elaine Clocherty (local
land artist), the children were invited to collect fallen natural materials to work
together to create a stunning collaborative king skink and small-scale clay king
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French Language News

Our ‘Petits Explorateurs’ (Little Explorers) are busy exploring their new French
jobs in JP. This immersive program has allowed for lots of one-on-one French
tuition. Students are in the routine of seeking out lessons, working on known
French jobs and gaining confidence using spontaneous French language along
the way.

Our MP students are enjoying incorporating Cl strategies and movement into
lessons as well as learning «move it, move it » from the movie Madagascar.

What is CI ? It stands for Comprehensible Input and it is a proficiency language
learning approach that is based in meaning making. Students hear and read
French that they can mostly understand. Our program uses pictures, gestures,
repetition, stories, and games to help make meaning clear. It creates a low
anxiety environment allowing confidence in language learning to flourish!

| use this approaches in UP as well as the AP. The positivity and comprehension
of the French language continues to grow and thrive in this environment.

MP participating in a French Kinesthetic task. This activity combines
movement and fun, in a Language rich activity.
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https://www.yourmove.org.au/schools/
https://www.yourmove.org.au/stories/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VE0cc922kVg

Newsletter

Top ten tips for

reducing waste

1.Waste free lunches at least once every week
2.Use recyclable packaging
3.Reuse when possible
4.Recycle as much as possible
5.Use scrap paper or the other side of the paper
6.Educate on correct use of bins
7.Use recycled products
8.Use digital versions instead of paper
9.Use rechargeable batteries
10.Do not use unnecessary plastic
Naste hierarchy triangle
AvoiD

By Didi, Flora and Mara i v
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As part of the ongoing Herb Garden Project a
group of students worked hard to predict
and research costs before walking to Mitre 10
to investigate instore prices. This was our first
successful Middle Primary Going Out
Program excursion. At the store the students

enthusiastically searched for the herbs they i

Newsletter

are planning to plant and compared prices to
ensure they were going to get the best value.

Our Upper primary students are volunteering at The Community Pantry,
preparing food bags for those in need and have been learning about the
important role volunteers play at Vinnies by supporting people in the community
through kindness, service, and generosity.
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Margaret River
Montessori

BCHOOL 2 T

ALLERGY AWARE PROCEDURE

&

MORNING TEA / WHOLE SCHOOL

LUNCH EVENT
PLAYGROUP
HEALTHY FOODS
JUNIOR O
PRIMARY 6 s e HEALTHY FOODS
MIDDLE o HRALTHY ZORRS 8 NO PEANUTS
HO SESAME
e 8 MO PEANUTS
o HEALTHY FOODS
UPPER PRIMARY
6 NO PEANUTS

A quick guide to foods allowed at

Montessori Primary School

0 DON'T SHARE FOOD

G REDUCE WASTE
o HEALTHY FOOD

o WATER ONLY

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION

0 WASH HANDS

If health or medicod details have changed for your child, please contact the Administration €

aor send an upoate wio the School Stream app a5 Sso00n 05 possihle

Updabed 26 February 2028

2




Newsletter

O
i
O]
2
£
e
()
-
!
O
N
o
N

Mountain Bike Monday!

Every Monday after school, for

Year 6 and AP students.

We meet at 4pm at the Carters Road carpark (below RAC holiday park). Students
will finish and meet back there around 5:30pm.
This is an afterschool activity, and parents are welcome to join in the riding, or we
ask that a parent at least remains in the carpark.
Joel and Olly are present but not taking duty of care.

This photo showcases our Monti Mountain Bike students at the first-round of
the WA Gravity Enduro MTB comp season, held at the Pines Margaret River.
Henry and Oscar couldn't race due to injury.

Mahli, Toby and Acer all raced with great results.

Joel and Olly have been running the Monti MTB Club on Monday afternoons
through 2025 /2026.

Friendly Parking Reminder!

To help keep our Montessori community safe, calm, and welcoming for all children and
families, we kindly ask for your cooperation with parking at our Margaret River Campus.
© Please do not park on the verge
© No standing at any time
Parking or stopping here can affect the safe turnaround of the school bus, as well as reduce
visibility for children, families, and staff.

These restrictions are also in place in line with Shire regulations.

& Alternative Parking
Extra parking is available along Betts St near the wetlands, which allows for safer access
during drop-off and pick-up times.

Thank you for your understanding and for helping us model care, respect, and safety within
our Montessori community.
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Cur school is a member of the Your Move Schools program.

“our Move encourages students and their families to get active by walking, scooting and
riding to school.

Making a small behavioural change by actively fravelling to and from school a few times a

week can resulf in huge benefits for your child and the community. These include:

* Reduced congestion, fravel times and parking problems around schonls:

* Reduced carbon dioxide emissions around the schoaol:

« |ifelong improved health and emotional wellbeing due to insfilling positive physical
activity habits at a young age:

* |mproved concentration and academic pedformance;

* More sustainable and cost-effective transport outcomes, such as reducing the need
for investment in parking that may only be utilised for a shord perod each day, and
reduced road infrastructure maintenance costs.

A benefit of being a Your Move School is being able to apply for Connecting Schools Grants.
Thi= funding can be used for active transport facilities such as new bike and scoofer racks,
access to bicycle education and other activities for the school. We are excited to announce
that as a Gold level accredited school, we were able to secure a grant worth $3500 to
fund the building of a bike shelter on the school's western carpark! If you are interested
in being involved in this exciting project and completing your parent commitment hours,
please get in touch with the school!

We eamn Your Move points by posting stories and photos of our active transport adventures
on the website - the more stories we post, the more points we earmn and the higher the
amaunt of grant funding we could receive! Programs like Your Move always work best if
there's some parent volunteers willing to help, so if vou're interested in being part of our
school’s Your Move program, check out this short infroductory video and then get in touch
with our %our Move representative, Joel Hodgson.

We sincerely appreciate your support of our imvolvement in Your Move and we hope you will
encourage your child / young adult fo walk, ride, scoot andfor use public fransport to get fo

and from school where feasible.



We need one more person as a general shed assist Saturday March 28th for
the Lions Garage Sale.

As well as helping raise funds for the P & F, it's a great way to get involved with
the local community and tick off some community engagement hours into the
bargain!

Also... Keep your eyes out for upcoming Hot Cross Bun & Who gives a Crap
Fundraisers!

If you think you can help then please get in touch with Nats at
pfsecretarymontessori@gmail.com or contact me on 0428094585.

Newsletter

With thanks to Roots and Shoots Mini Grant we were able to purchase 100 tube
stock native plants (some of the species below, from the local community nursery)
and 4 zamia trees with the generous funding of $500.
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The garden has been an incredibly enriching addition to our school — a grounding
experience as newcomers arrive, and students able to lean into it as a space of
reflection, deepening their sense of place, and the vegetation that connects us to
this region we love to live in.
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2026 - Term1, Week 6

Our school is proud to be part of the Wooditchup Bilya Wongi — Margaret River
Talking Land Art Trail, a community arts initiative celebrating the cultural and
ecological significance of Wooditchup Bilya (the Margaret River).

Students from schools across Margaret River including some of our Upper
Primary students are collaborating with local artists, Wardandi custodians Nan
Vivian Brockman Webb and Mitchella Hutchins, and Nature Conservation Margaret
River Region to create artworks that will feature along this immersive outdoor trail.
We invite our school community to get involved and support this special project by
joining the community workshops or attending the Art Trail launch event below.

Free Community Launch - Saturday 14 March

The Wooditchup Bilya Wongi — Margaret River Talking Land Art Trail will be officially
launched at a free community celebration on Saturday 14 March.

From 10am, visitors can join in creating collaborative land artworks, then from Tpm-
5pm, the trail will be official launched with an afternoon event to explore the trail,
enjoy community stalls, and attend cultural yarns and river talks. The program
includes a Welcome to Country and storytelling with Wardandi Elders, along with
short presentations on river stewardship and ecology.

Visit Nature Conservation website for full details or:

Click here for full details and free registration

What to expect:

e A vibrant art trail along the river featuring contributions from local schools and
community members
e Opportunities to learn from artists and custodians
o Family-friendly activities and meaningful community connection
Bring your curiosity and creativity — we look forward to celebrating this special
community event together!


https://events.humanitix.com/wooditjup-bilya-art-trail-14mar26

Parenting

Connection WA

le i5 vital to

wess and help
but knowing / t to do that can

p can be daunting

MENTAL
HEALTH
FIRST &0

Mental Health First Aid {f-

10 million Australian adults are estimated to know someone who has died

Conversations about Mon-Suicidal-Self-Injury (NSSI)

Wesley LifeForce sulcide prevention training educates people about sulcide, challenging

- e attitudes and teaches basic engagemant and sulcide intervention skills
Are you a concerned parent/carer in community?

You will gain increased confidence in your ability to:

identify paople who may be at risk of suicide

Newsletter

Participants will learn the skills and acquire the knowledge
required to safely assist a person who is engaging in self-injury.

Communicate appropei

oly

Ask a person If thay ar onsidering sulcide

. " ’ 5 Conduct a suicide intervention
This course is based on guidelines developed through the expert

cansensus of people with lived experience of mental health Owte
problems and professionals. Tirme:
Location: Bunbury Put
%28 Thursday 12 March 2026 | 1pm - Spm Trene: i s
The Bridgetown Hub | Cnr Steere & Roe Street i
To book: Apply today Cich here (0 regaie #

events humanitix.comiconversations- about-nssi-12th-march- 2026 o R B
Engquiries: 0433 782 576 | libertvartsaustralia@amaileom O e e

This programis scoredged with
) Ciality IBavalon P eronming ¢
el Linvied [P} aasessed against

the Suickle Preventon Austzalia

bt alloll & tachachs for Clual fy
PROCRAM bmprovement
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BEFORE (75
o4/ s LUNCH BOX.
MARGARET RIVER & TUESDAY

= " BEFORE SCHoOL *
OPENSATGAM = CARE BOOKINGS
S5 HEALTHY %

/. BREAKFAST

M crEATIVE
dé‘_}’ ACTIVITIES

4

bo

G TRANSPORT
e TO SCHOOL
PLACE YOUR LUNCHORDER T &

geFORE JOAM oN MONDAY

| IMPORTANT:
CHILDREN WITH EXISTING TUESDAY BOOKINGS

MUST ALSO PLACE A LUNCH ORDER TO RECEIVE
THE LUNCH BOX.

75 W pu: 08 9785 2848 7.
A% Email: margaretriver@bluebirdchildcare.com.au
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As we meue inte the middle of Jeun 1, it's Been wenderful te see the
continued, suppert and, partnership in your cRild s bearning jewuney. We
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