The Benefits of Teaching Cursive in Montessori
by Jason Phillips
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Learning cursive, it turns out, offers a

REFERENCES

multitude of benefits to early learners.
There is, however, still room for com-

Berninger, V., Abbot, R., Augsburger, A.

puters and keyboarding. When humans

& Garcia, N. (2009, Summer). Compari-

learned to write, both our cultures and

son of Pen and Keyboard Transcription

the physical structures of our brains

Modes in Children With and Without

Pat MacIsaac, Casa South guide at

changed as we shifted from using our

Learning Disabilities. Learning Disability

DVMS, also points out that cursive

oral and aural senses to communicate

Quarterly 32.3, 123-141.

handwriting “best mimics what the

to using our visual and tactile senses.

child does naturally.” Pat notes that

The steady march of technological

Gordon, A. The Death of Handwrit-

when children draw or act out writing,

progress has brought us to a point of

ing.

they do not form geometric, print-like

change again. Nobody really knows

Star. Retrieved from Life/Parent. the-

shapes; they tend to form looping, con-

how our minds and cultures will change

star.com.

nected shapes. Pat also notes, “Cursive

as we continue to develop new means

parent/2009/12/10/the_death_of_hand-

makes complete words, rather than sepa-

and methods of communicating. For

writing.html

rate letters [of print].” Again, the cursive

Montessori schools, it is important to

writing is more visually and kinestheti-

negotiate a balance between progress

Hughes, D. (2012, Winter). Hardwired

cally instructive.

and what we know works. Cursive still

for Writing: The Intelligence of the Hand.

holds many advantages for learning and

Living Education, vol. 100, oakmeadow.

Casa East director Holly Schefold reit-

development, and all we can do is look

com/newsletter. Retrieved from http://

erates Pat’s thinking, and adds that with

to current evidence to determine how

www.oakmeadow.com/newsletter/2012-

cursive, “It is harder to mix up letters

our programs can best evolve.

hardwired-for-writing.php

issue for a lot of kids learning to write.”

In that spirit, a final word from DVMS’s

Mangen, A. & Velay, J. (2010, April). Zadeh

Another significant advantage of writ-

Upper Elementary Director Kathleen

M. (Ed.). Digitizing Literacy: Reflections

ing in cursive has to do with quality and

MacKinnon:

on the Haptics of Writing. Advances in

(2009,

December

10).Toronto

http://www.thestar.com/life/

such as b and d, and p and q, which is an

Haptics. New York: Intech. www.inte-

quantity of work. This point is highlighted in the University of Washington

“Cursive is something that has to

chopen.com.

www.intechopen.com/

study:

be learned. Print is everywhere,

books/advances-in-haptics.

and they are exposed to it all the

from http://www.intechopen.com/books/

“The relative advantage of the pen

time. Cursive has to be taught, so

advances-in-haptics/digitizing-literacy-

over the keyboard has been found

it is a great opportunity for learn-

reflections-on-the-haptics-of-writing

for three different outcomes at the

ing. Although sometimes at the

text level of production in ele-

Upper Elementary level, you do

Montessori, M. The Formation of Man

mentary-school children: (a) essay

get chances to teach kids to form

(1955). Oxford, UK: Clio Press Ltd., 1996.

writing for amount written and

print letters properly, and if you

Montessori, M. Dr. Montessori’s Own

rate of word production in second,

walk into the adolescent rooms,

Handbook (1914). New York: Shocken

fourth, and sixth grade (first re-

you see how they gravitate to com-

Books, 1965.

search aim of current study); (b)

puters.”

number of complete sentences in
essays (second research aim of current study); and (c) number of ideas
expressed in essays.”

8

© MO N T E SSO R I L E A DE R SH I P | W W W. M O NTESSORI.ORG/IMC | VOLUME 15 ISSUE 2 w 2013

Retrieved

